
I Doc No : 9402107 

Date Sent : 9/23/94 

l Clerk: st Type: 

Date Red : 9/23/94 

To: Dr. John Gibbons m r ·m ~ ~ongress. : 

Letter ~J~ Status: Complete 

Due Date : 10/3/94 

Date Completed : 9/23/94 _ 

From : Berliner, Don, Exec. Comm Of Fund For UFO Research, Inc. 

Topic: Encloses 2-page statement with analysis of the Air Force's report of the ~•Roswell 
_ Incident" released on 9/8 by Air Force Public Affairs. 

----------------------- .-------------------------------------------------------------
Action: Direct Reply • I 
Division: Technology II 
Assndl : Copyl : Dr. Gibbons 

Assnd2 : Skip _Johns 

File : Sci/UFO's 

Remarks: 
t 



SEP-23~94 FRI l5:01 FUND FOR UFO RESEARCH 703 684 6032 

'-~ • 

Fund for UFO Research Inc. Wo:!hington D.C. 

--
P.O. Box 277 Mount Rainier, MD 20712 

BOAllD OF DIRECTORS 

DonBediner 
AviatlonJ$cicnce writer 
A.totlndrla, VA 

nomaa E. Bullard, Ph.D. 
Folldorbt 
lndl1u Unlvenlty 
B~ito11, lN 

John B. C.rlsoo, Ph.D. 
AstlYVIMler 
Ulllvmlty oC ~!)'land 
Colle&e )iart, MD . . 

1\omu P. Deuley • 
• LCDR. USN <ReL) . 
S•cl /ultonlo, TX 

Ban)' H. ·Downing, Ph.D. 
TlleOIO£iSl 
EadwelL NY 

Rldlerd Hall 
Wrltec,e,.11tor 
Brentwood, MO 

R~n HaU, Pll.I>. 
~.inlntiAI . 
St Michaels, MD 

Rieb4rd F. J.bln.._ Pl\.O. 
PlaysiolOgical psychologist 
Loa Altoe, CA. . . . 
Ric:bud C Hc11.ry, Ph.Q. 
Aitrophysitlst • 
Jubm Huplwi:s U11ivc-1~i,y 
B,ttmorc, MD · 

Brw::c Mac:cabce, t'l\.i>, 
. Physlcbt . 

Sibillaaville. MD 

Ctalg Phillips 
R~lu · 
S~e, Sp~ng, t.G) 

H~nB.F..olh 
PilO( trainer 
Ocnvcr, ·co 

Rob Swiatek 
Phydc:i,1 

• M1ng1on! VA 

Ron Wc:,tnim, Ph.D. 
Sociologist 
Eastern Michigan Univenity 
Ann Arbor. Ml 

Fred Whiting 
Public rch1tion1 executive 
Nortll Potomac, MD 

Sept. '-J, 1QQ4 

Dr. ,T ohn Gi hhnnR 
Presidential ~ci~nce Advisor 

Dear • Dr. ·Gibbons, 

The enclosed · two-page statement is our analysis of the 
Report of Air J.'nrC!A Research R~<JArcii "<J t.hP. ''Roi:;WP.'1 l ' 
Incident", released on Sep~ .. • 8 by Air , Force Public 
Affairs. • ' 

I thought you might find it of jnterest-.. 

S\G of 
staliort8"Y -------
0~1£ f)Ut ----

Sincerely, 

CL~ __ -. 
Don Berliner 
Rxecmt.'i VP. Comm:i tt.P.P. • 
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AIR FORCE EXPLANATION OF 1947 "Roswell" UFO CRASH h LOT OF 
HOT AIR 

, 
The U.S. Air_ Force J:~v~ully "~AiJlc:1.in~~ .. the highly 

controversial story of material recovered from an alleged 
UFO tho.t crashed in central New M~x.i(.;u iu .194·7 a.s a once­
secret Project Mogul balloon. ·A careful analysis of ~he' 23-
page official report, by the Fuml !ur UFO Research, has • 
revealed , enough holes in the Air Force theory to bring down 
the sturdiest of balloons. 

Project Mogul · was intended to detect sound waves from 
the first Soviet nuclear test, using a sci~ntific payload -· 
3Uapended beneath a constant-altitude balloon. The clusters . 
of off..:.the-shelf . balloons flown in .the ·early summer o~ 1947 • 
were merely tests ~imed at developing an opero.tiona.1 • 

. system. ·They were not actual . operational flights with 
highly clao3ified scientific instrurnent3. 

l\ooording to ·the ,. "Repo_rt <?f Air For-ce Research .. 
Regarding. the . 'Roswell Incident.' 11 , ' 'the material • ~as . .- . most 
probably from Flight 4u·. Dut the _Flight Log (Attachment _ 

· 127) does . not list a F'light 4, but rather begins with Fl~ght · 
5, launchod 9n June 5. • '!'here ie no known evidence that 
_there ever w,as a Flight 4 _-

Had th.ere been ·such· a £light, i l would hav_e have been 
launched no later thQn _June 5 1 and thue a.t lea·at a month 
before the .debris was found on the Foster Ranch, near 
Corona, NM, byl:"anoh foreman William "Mu.c" Brazel. The 
debris w,s ~n a frequently-inspected 'section of the rancht 
and thus wou+d have boon found much 3ooner ·thtin early July . . 

Moreover, .. an Air F9rae-quotod oto.tcrnont from I'ro·:f. 
Charles . B. Moore; a recognized authority on balloons, 
nnd .n pr1rt"icipant _in thg Pr~jaat Mogul prograxn, ic ccrioucly •• 
at odds with the official conclusion. According to • 
Prof. Moore-, the neopr0n9 balloons ucod in the £.irct tact 
flights were susceptible to rapid degradation in the • 
sunlight, ;rnci "would look like dark gray or black flnkcc · or 
ashes after ex:posure to the sun for only .a . few days~•~ . . . 

In a week, let • alone a month or tnore, • such "flakes or 
ashes'.' would hav& be.en -90 widely scattered by the frequently 
strong winds that no o_ne could possibly have noticed them. 
Even if thP.y r.01tld have been se,m, they would hardly have 
been described by witnesses as resembling metallic foil. 

Maj. Jesse Marcel, Intelligence Officer of Roswell Army 
Air Field, and OnH of the firi.t t\Jo military pcrcono on the • 
scene, is on videotape describing an area 2/3 of a mile long 
and several hundred feet wi ciP., U .ttc:>red with ctrangG 
material. He said there was a large quantity of what looked 
like metallic foil, but was both light.Pr and much strongGr 

p. 0: 
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them common household aluminum foil. He said it could not 
he er.eased, cut, punctured, burned or even dented with a 16-
pound sledge hamme~-

He said that he and Counter-Intelligence Corps officer 
Sheridan Cavitt loaded their t~o vehicles with a small 
portion of the material and took it back to Roswell ArrnL Air 
F,~ld. Could the remains of a cluster of small balloon~ 
possibly account for the quantity (to say nothing of the 
nature) of what first-hand witne~ses said they saw, handled 
and helped transport? -= .-•-

. . 
Prior to disintegrating, the balloons would have been 

intact, though some of them would have been damaged by the 
punctures or rips which caused them to descend. But the 
whole assembly would have still been tied together, and . 
would have covered a very limited portion of the estimated 
50 acres. • 

The balloons would have had to explode in order to 
distribute their pieces over such a large area. But helium~· 
filledProiect Moqul test balloons could not have exploded, ; 
since helium is an inert gas. Thus each of them would have 
been in one piece when it landed. , And if what was found was 
neoprene, either the just-landed pieces would have been in 
qood shape and thus -recoqnizable as neoprene, or they would 
have been .in the process · of disintegrating, and would have 
crumbled when picked up by Marcell and Cavitt. • 

t 
Among the items of videotaped eye-witness testimony 

ignored by the Air Force report .is that of the son of 
Maj. Marcel, Dr. Jesse Marcel, who is now a11 M.D., Army 
National Guard helicopter pi.lot and flight surgeon. He 
describes, in great detail, not only the odd metallic foil, 
but also_slendermetall.ic I-beams which he ·says displayed 
unrec_ogn1.za~le symbols embossed in a strange pinkish­
purplish color on their webs . 

. Just what it was that crashed on the New Mexico sheep 
ranch in 1947 is unknown. But no -evidence exists to show 
that it was any kind of balloon, experimental ·airplane, test 
missile or anything else mundane, as suggested by the Air 
Force. The repressive behavior of military personnel at the 
time is not ·consistent with this view. ' • 

Was it an alien spacecraft, as so many a~e ~ow 
suggesting? We don't know, but unless a convincing 
alte~n~tive explanation is forthcoming, that remains an open 
poss1.b1.l1ty. 

l''or further information, contact Don Berliner, Fund for· 
UFO Research, at (703) 684-6032. 
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